The Divorce Suit
repeated so insolently on many English platforms and in
numerous British newspapers, that unless Ireland concedes
this right of veto to England she will indefinitely postpone
the chance of obtaining Home Rule, compels me, while not
for one moment admitting the slightest probability of such
loss, to put before you information which until now, so far
as my colleagues are concerned, has been solely in my posses-
sion, and which will enable you to understand the measure
of the loss with which you are threatened unless you consent
to throw me to the English wolves now howling for my
destruction* * * *"
He goes on to state that Mr, Gladstone had told him that
his proposals for Home Rule included the reduction of the
number of Irish members in the Imperial Parliament from
103 to 32, the withdrawal of land questions from the juris-
diction of the Irish legislature, and the retention by the
Imperial Parliament of control over the Irish constabulary
for an indefinite period, though Ireland would have to pay
for them* Mr* Morley, he asserted, had endeavoured, only
a few days before the publication of the manifesto, to make
this truncated form of self-government palatable to the Irish
members by offering some of them office in the Government*
Parnell himself was to be made Chief Secretary*
He follows his account " of Mr* Gladstone's views and
those of his colleagues during two hours' conversation at
Hawarden, a conversation which/' he adds with a snap at
Mr* Gladstone's notorious garrulity, " I am bound to admit,
was mainly monopolised by Mr* Gladstone," with a state-
ment of his own views on the subject* He concludes with
this passage: " Sixteen years ago I conceived the idea of
an Irish Parliamentary party independent of aU English
parties* Ten years ago I was elected the leader of an inde-
pendent Irish Parliamentary party* During these years that
party has remained independent, and because of its inde-